
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, December 5, 2012  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman John Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Parks and Recreation office of 
Town Hall, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman John Fontana, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute, Joseph 
LaPorte and Joanne D. Palmieri; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent 
of Parks Michael Manware.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Palmieri made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Fasulo, to accept the Minutes of the 
November 7, 2012 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VISITORS:   
1.  Jim Sarantides – Southington Girls Softball League (SGSL).  Mr. Sarantides, president of the league, 
came to give an annual report.  His term is complete after ten years.  He introduced Vinny Greco who was 
voted president at the last meeting.  A list of board members with their terms was distributed; most terms 
are two years.  One change from last year is that they split off the Treasurer and the Concession Manager 
positions due to the amount of work involved in each job.  He said they understood that if any Bylaws 
changes are proposed that they need to come before the Park Board first.  Mr. Sarantides handed out a list 
of the SGSL highlights for the year 2012 and briefly read through them.  He noted that the number of 
players was down from 604 last year to 580 this year.  He said he believes that when they go to high 
school they usually go off this league.  A calendar of events was also handed out.  Registration will take 
place in February.  The fields will be ready in mid-March for games beginning in April and running 
through June. 
 
Mr. Sarantides asked if there would be a fee for the leagues to use the new turf field to raise money as he 
had heard some rumors about it.  Dave Lapreay who works with Eric Swallow regarding use of the field 
said he had not heard anything about it.  Chairman Fontana said it was in the discussion phase; different 
amounts were being considered that would be for anyone using the field but nothing is concrete at this 
time.  Dawn Miceli was in attendance and stated that the Turf Committee had one meeting so far and it 
had not been discussed.  Chairman Fontana said in any case it would not affect this year’s registration. 
 
There was some discussion about the lower gate at the park not being locked.  Some small vandalism is 
occurring and trash and beer bottles have been found there early Sunday morning.  Commissioner Kanute 
commented that the police are doing several patrols at night because of some drug activity.  He will let 
them know to check on that area.  Mr. Sarantides also mentioned that at registration some vendors have 
been coming in and selling their wares.  It is not allowed.  Jim will give the names of the vendors to Dave 
Lapreay.  Dave also asked for email addresses of the league officers.   
 
Commissioner LaPorte congratulated Mr. Sarantides for doing a great job.  He said SGSL is one of the 
best leagues in the state.  The other commissioners agreed and thanked Jim for his efforts. 
 
2.  Daniel Wardwell – Boy Scouts of America.  Mr. Wardwell would like to revitalize the history of 
Southington by placing plaques with historical information about the town along the Rails to Trails.  He 
has been collaborating with the Historical Society.  He is seeking the board’s approval to proceed.  He 
would ask F&F Concrete for donations of some concrete to build a pedestal for the plaques.  
Commissioner Fasulo thought it was a great idea but believed there was some concern about putting any 
kind of signs on the trail.  Mr. Lapreay said it might need the approval of the Town Council.  Mrs. Miceli 
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said that there is already something in the works for signage at the beginning and probably mid-way on 
the trail, not only for the commercial aspects but for historical purposes.  It was suggested that Mr. 
Wardwell contact Art Secondo, president of the Chamber of Commerce, since they are working on the 
project.  Mike Manware suggested that Mr. Wardwell look at the bakery on Goat Island for an idea of 
what a plaque might look like.  The board wished him good luck with his project. 
 
Mrs. Miceli commented that the trail at Panthorn Park which was an Eagle Scout project needs some 
work. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1.  Ice Rink.  Discussion ensued regarding the ice rink that is planned to be placed downtown this year.  
Mr. Lapreay said that we would allow ice hockey this year if the board approves.  He contacted other 
towns who have them and was informed that there were no problems.  However, he believes we should 
set up a time schedule for hockey playing so that regular skaters would not be affected.  Chairman 
Fontana is against allowing hockey as he believes it is too dangerous and would be a huge liability for the 
town.  Mrs. Miceli said last year the rink was only open for two weeks and kids were out there with their 
hockey sticks.  Some donors contacted her wanting the kids to be able to play some hockey on the rink.  If 
we don’t give them some time, they will be out there anyway.  Some people also suggested having a 
second ice rink but that is a subject for another time.  She would be willing to write up a press release 
announcing times and rules.  In response to a question, there would be no one monitoring.  Meriden is 
self-monitored.  Mr. Lapreay said he called the Parks & Rec office in Meriden and was told that they do 
not allow it and that it is posted.  He spoke with Mark Sciota who believed with the proper signage the 
town would be protected.  Hours.  Lights would be on a timer.  Hockey prefers nights and Saturdays.  
Commissioner Fasulo suggested one night during the week and one day on the weekend.  Some 
discussion followed on what times would work best.  Closing the rink at 9:00 p.m. during the week and 
open till 10:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday was suggested.  Motion was made by Commissioner Fasulo, 
seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to allow hockey on Wednesday night from 7-9 pm and Saturday 
afternoon from 3-5 pm.  Motion carried 4-1 with John Fontana casting the dissenting vote.  Parking.  Mrs. 
Miceli said she received an email from John Myers of the YMCA regarding his concern about where 
people will park for the ice rink.  She told him she thought the Rails to Trails parking and the Municipal 
Center might be the areas.  Mr. Manware said they will be installing a 4 ft. snow fence from Ideal Forging 
to the rink.  The fence would block the YMCA parking lot.  There will be one entrance to the rink with 
signs posting the rules, including stating “No parking at the Y”.  There is parking on Mill Street.  Dave 
Lapreay will write up the rules and work with Mike Manware and Dawn Miceli to get it publicized and 
posted.  Beverages.  No vendors would be allowed at the site except for the Boy Scouts and/or Girl Scouts 
who would like to sell hot chocolate as they did last year. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:   
1.  Letter from Carole Milano, Southington Arts Council.  This was a thank you letter for the plaque 
honoring Carole for her 30 years as president of SAC which was presented by Commissioner Joe LaPorte.  
She was appreciative of the town’s support and especially the assistance of the Parks and Recreation 
Department. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay referred to his written report which was in the packet.  The middle school dance was same as 
usual.  The year starts out with a lot of kids then dwindles to about 190.  Softball finally wrapped up last 
night.  There were no playoffs because it was too late in the season.  The Hoop It Up Program for 1st and 
2nd graders is accepting registrations.  It will start in early January and run for four weeks on Monday 
nights.  He will have another program for kids – Zumba for Kids which will be run by the same instructor 
that does the adult Zumba classes.  Mr. Lapreay said he is in a bind with some of the programs because 
they got booted out of some of the schools when they booked Continuing Education or other classes 
there.  Basketball uses a lot of the gym space.  He said we are limited in what we can provide because we 
don’t have the room.  He said he would be able to use some Library space for the kids program requested 
by Carole Milano in her letter. 
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Plantsville’s Christmas in the Village is taking place tomorrow (December 6) following the previous 
cancellation.  The Merchants Association couldn’t get enough volunteers.  Some businesses still wanted 
to do it.  The street will not be closed.  The program will be a scaled down version.  Dave said people 
think we run the program and the office has received many calls about it.  Southington’s Downtown 
Hospitality Night is Friday following the lighting of the Green.  Trips.  Dave met with the tour group.  
They have agreed to a change which is huge – there will be a steady pickup point in Southington for all 
trips, no matter how many people from town have signed up.  In the past if we didn’t have 15 people, they 
would not do a pickup in Southington and you’d have to go to Meriden.  The pickup location is the 
Commuter Lot on Meriden-Waterbury Road heading into Cheshire.  Lights in the parks.  It was 
mentioned at the Council meeting about the lights being on longer than they should be.  Panthorn had 
softball until this week, and it might have been an issue where the games ended late.  The time for the 
lights will be cut back to 7:30 p.m. 
 
Budget preparation will be starting soon.  If there is anything that members would like to address in next 
year’s budget, let Dave know.  Commissioner Palmieri asked if the leagues would be asked to provide 
their budgets; the response was yes.  Subsidies are still being reviewed; looking for a standardized 
method.  Commissioner Kanute noted that he received some bids to finish the wrestling padding.   
 
Mr. Lapreay announced that this may be the last meeting in this room since the department is expecting to 
move up to the second floor (former Probate office) in the next few weeks.  Future meetings can be held 
in the Council Chambers. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that winterization was completed.  Rest rooms are closed.  Leaf program was on 
hold as we were busy with all the Christmas lighting detail.  It will start up again next week.  The skating 
rink was already discussed.  Next week we will put the rink together.  Greg Martin will be coming in next 
week to do the lighting.  Water will not be put in until the temperature goes down.  Rebar pins were put in 
a couple of weeks ago as field corner markers and also for the drive-in.  Commissioner Fasulo asked if it 
was too late to make the drive-in lanes wider.  There were some problems that would be addressed with 
wider travel lanes. They are willing to lose of couple of rows. 
 
Mr. Manware spoke about recent vandalism at the Panthorn trails bridge and at the train station.    Some 
work will be done there.  He is involved with the different contractors.  There is a beautiful display case 
in there.  They are looking into Plexiglas for the windows.  Commissioner Kanute commented that the 
police have instituted more patrols at Panthorn and at Rec Park to thwart vandalism.  Mr. Manware 
reported that he got quotes for fencing but anything more than $10,000 you have to do a full Request for 
Proposals (RFP) with specifications.  The Recreation light shack was damaged.  They will be locking all 
the gates to all the fields because this is the time of year we have these problems.   
 
Chairman Fontana said the turf field groomer is still at the high school in the crate.  He is concerned that 
something will happen to it and asked if Mike would talk to Steve Wlodkowski about getting it moved 
and stored as soon as possible. 
 
Trail parking signs are on order.  They will have green lettering on white signs. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Fasulo.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
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NEW BUSINESS (cont’d): 
 
1.  Reinstatement of the “Outstanding Service Award”.  Suggestion was made at the last meeting to get 
the award going again.  After discussion, commissioners agreed.  Motion by Commissioner Kanute to 
present the award to Jim Sarantides for his years of service.  Seconded by Commissioner Fasulo and 
carried unanimously.  Dave Lapreay will let him know. 
 
2.  Ice Rink.  Already discussed. 
 
3.  Music on the Green – Vendors.  Dave Lapreay said he had to give some financial information on this 
past summer’s program to the Board of Finance.  We don’t charge.  We don’t make money on it.  Do we 
want to start charging vendors a fee to be there?  There are three vendors and one on private property.  
Trophies are donated, about 10 each week by Tom Caliendo.  Commissioner Fasulo noted that the drive-
in charges vendors $500 for the whole season.  The music series is 14 nights and vendors are paying their 
permit fees.  It was the consensus that $300 for the season would be appropriate.  Motion made by 
Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to have the vendors, except for Caliendo, 
pay $300 for the right to be a vendor for the season.  The car show trophies would be considered 
Caliendo’s contribution.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Motion made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to go into Executive 
Session excluding the press, the recording secretary and the public.  Motion carried unanimously.   
8:00 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


